THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
of the Baron with every possible attention; and they found
in him a well-meaning and well-informed man, who had read
much and had formed very clear opinions about many subjects.
Thus relations of a certain confidentiality developed themselves
between him and some of his guests, of whom I was one; and if
he ever talked about his domestic conditions the impression was
conveyed that he looked upon the democratic enthusiasms of
his wife, with all its consequences, as a matter of fate which
must be submitted to. The cause of his compliance with all her
eccentricities was by some of us supposed to be that the fortune
of the family had come from her side, but it is just as likely that
it was the usual helplessness of the weaker will against the
stronger, and that the Baron permitted himself to be whirled
from place to place and from one social circle to another,
although undesirable to him, because the power of resistance
was not one of his otherwise excellent qualities. However, the
two spoke of one another always with the greatest and most
unaffected esteem and warmth, and the Baron made the educa-
tion of his children the special object of his care and endeavor.
Baroness Briining was almost entirely absorbed with the
society of the exiles. She was not a woman of great * mental
gifts. Her knowledge was somewhat superficial and her think-
ing not profound. She possessed the education of " good so-
ciety," and with it true goodness of heart in the most amiable
form. As is usually the case with women whose views and opin-
ions spring more from the emotions of the heart than from a
clear and sober observation of things and proper conclusions
drawn by the understanding, she devoted her enthusiasms and
sympathies more to persons than to principles, endeavors and
objects. Such women are frequently accused of an inordinate
desire to please, and it may indeed have flattered the Baroness
to be the center of a social circle in which there were many men
